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ECONOMICAL THINK-TANKS IN ROMANIA 
 
 
Abstract:  In  Romania,  the  economical  research  benefits  from  a 
complex and efficient institutional framework. Beyond research, the 
Romanian  economical  think-tanks  perform  important  functions 
oriented  towards  the  governing  factors  and  the  professional 
audience,  so  that,  directly  or  indirectly,  the  research  result 
influences the government and the local administration policies, but 
also  shapes  public  opinion  tendencies  towards  the  support  or 
limitation of certain types of economic policies. 
While the origin of the modern think-tanks is to be found in 
the United States of America, the organization and functioning of 
the  Romanian  ones  are  still  strongly  influenced  by  the  Russian 
model of the research institutes, subordinated to the Academy. The 
Romanian reality of the economic think-tanks represents the fusion 
of the two models, being able to efficiently meet the challenges of a 
fluctuating global economic context and the needs of the national 
economy in transition.  
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1. Concept and Taxonomy 
 
One of the most frequently invoked definitions of the think-
tanks dates from 2004, being the product of 145 European experts’ Nr. 1 2 (49)/2010 
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effort in the field
1: think-tanks are (1) permanent organisms, (2) 
which specialize in the production of solutions for public policies, 
(3) thanks to their own dedicated research staff. They provide an 
original production as a result of reflection, analysis and counseling, 
(5) in order to be communicated to the governing factors and the 
public  opinion.  These  think-tanks  (6)  are  not  endowed  with 
governmental functions. (7) They generally strive to maintain the 
freedom of research and are not attached to specific interests. (8) 
Their  main  task  is  not  educational  and  diploma  awarding.  (9) 
Finally,  their  work  pursues,  implicitly  or  explicitly,  to  serve  the 
public welfare, unlike commercial or profit organizations. 
According to the classification proposed by James McGann (a 
prominent member of the Foreign Policy Research Institute think-
tank  and  a  coordinator  of  an  annual  think-tanks  inventory  and 
improvement  program  on  a  global  level)
2,  there  are  three  main 
categories: 
those  focused  on  research  activity  (“policy  research 
organizations”) 
those  which  also  extend  their  activity  upon  counseling  the 
political factors (“think and do tanks”) 




3, based on an adaptation by Mc Gann & 
Weawer
4 and Weiss
5, present the think-tanks panorama as follows: 
 
                                                       
1  coord.  Stephen  Boucher,  De  l  Europe  et  ses  think-tanks.  Un  potentiel 
nonaccompli, in “Notre Europe. Etudes et recherches”, 35/2004, p. 4 
2 www.fpri.org; Mc Gann’s articles can be viewed separately at this address. 
3 Realised by Jiri Schneider in the paper Globalisation and think-tanks. Security 
policy networks, presented at SAREM International Seminar, Istanbul, May 30, 
2003 
4 James G. McGann, R. Kent Weaver, Think-tanks and Civil Societies: Catalysts 
for Ideas and Action, Transaction Publishers, New Brunswick, 2000 
5  Carol H. Weiss, Policy research as advocacy: Pro and con, în “Knowledge & 
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2. The American Model 
 
Emerging  in  the  United  States,  after  the  Civil  War
1 , 
multiplying in the early twentieth century
2 and becoming a socio-
political phenomenon by the mid-twentieth century, the think-tanks 
have  undertaken  the  task  of  producing  projects  and  models 
concerning the evolution of the American society, which aimed to 
guide the actions of the political class in the sense of improving 
decision making in internal or international politics. 
Their work became a milestone in building economic policies 
of the presidential administration, the Congress or the federal states 
                                                       
1 In James Allen Smith’s opinion, The Idea Brokers: Think Tanks and the Rise of 
the New Policy Elite, Maxwell Macmillan International, New York, 1991 
2 A few examples: The U.S. Industrial Commission (1892), The National Civic 
Federation  (1900),  The  New  York  Bureau  of  Municipal  Research  (1906)  – 
denumit  astăzi  Institut  of  Public  Administration  (IAP),  The  Russell  Sage 
Foundation (1907), Carnegie Endowment for International Peace (1910) Nr. 1 2 (49)/2010 
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authorities. The Hoover Institution
1, the Hudson Institute
2 and the 
Brookings Institute
3 have become valuable sources for the federal or 
state policies.  
The contribution brought by the think-tanks to the articulation 
of public policies was acknowledged through direct funding by the 
authorities,  and  the  sources  of  income  were  soon  completed  by 
substantial private sponsorships. 
In this context, think-tanks have become constant partners of 
the  Congress,  where  hearings  are  organized  systematically.  The 
American administrations have benefited from the support (or the 
control?)  of  some  associations  of  think-tanks  that  have  not  only 
produced the theoretical basis of economic policies, but have also 
provided  specialists  for  the  highest  state  functions.  Thus,  the 
George W. Bush administration had a special relationship with the 
neoconservative think-tanks, grouped around the Project for a New 
American Century
4 (among the members: Donald Rumsfeld, Dick 
Cheyney, Paul Wolfowitz). As for the Obama administration, it is 
the  theoretical  product  of  the  Brooking  Institute,  the  Center  for 
American Progress
5 and the Center for a New American Security
6, 
where many analysts and government officials of the Bill Clinton 
administration could be found between 1980 and 1990.  
 
3. The Russian Model 
 
In  the  context  of  the  Cold  War,  the  Soviet  institutes  were 
consolidating  the  USSR  diplomatic  policies  trough  economical 
theories,  an  explicit  summary  of  the  two  research  paths  being 
formulated  at  the  World  Economy  and  International  Relations 
Institute in Moscow, which had over one thousand employees. 






6 http://www.cnas.org Revista economică 
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However, unlike America or Western Europe, all the Soviet 
think-tanks were considered as state institutions, and responded to 
orders from the Soviet leaders. As research institutes, these were 
responsible for their work in front of the Academy of Sciences, both 
politically and scientifically. 
With the perestroika and the glasnost, the think-tanks gained 
sufficient autonomy to analyze and objectively predict the transition 
phenomena.  Alexander  Yakovlev,  former  Director  of  the  World 
Economy and International Relations Institute, became one of the 
most important collaborators of Mikhail Gorbachev. 
After  the  fall  of  communism,  academic  institutes  rapidly 
declined,  mainly  due  to  insufficient  research  funds  and  the 
unattractive salaries for the researchers. In these circumstances, the 
think-tank landscape was significantly diversified. If we take into 
consideration  the  most  comprehensive  guide  to  the  think-tanks 
around the world, compiled through a project of the Foreign Policy 
Research  Institute
1,  the  reference  for  the  year  2007  shows  the 
continuity  of  important  economic  research  institutes  (the 
International Economic and Political Studies Institute
2, the World 
Economics  and  International  Relations  Institute
3).  On  the  other 
hand, this kind of statistics lack essential components of the Russian 
economical way of thinking, such as the Valdai Discussion Club
4 or 
the  Open  Russia  Fund  belonging  to  the  tycoon  Mikhail 
Khodorkovsky
5,  which  is  organized  according  to  the  American 
organizational and activity model. 
                                                       
1 http://thinktanks.fpri.org/. We mention a few serious editing shotages for this 
guide: think-tanks considered as fundamental in the absence of a website, 
erroneously indicated, the lack of representatives (notice only the absence of the 
“Valdai” Discussion Club) 
2 http://www.transecon.ru/EN 
3  http://www.imemo.ru/ 
4 http://en.valday2008.rian.ru/ 
5 This think-tank was shut off by the Putin administrationin 2005. The news can 
still  be  viewed  at  03.05.2009,  at  http://www.russiablog.org/2005/10/ 
more_searches_at_yukos_friendly_companie.php.  The  Open  Russia  Fund 
website was closed. Nr. 1 2 (49)/2010 
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The Romanian Economic Think-tanks 
 
Within the Romanian theoretical and practical economics, the 
works of classic authors such as Virgil Madgearu,  Ştefan Zeletin 
Gheorghe Zane or Victor Slăvescu provided diagnoses and solutions 
for capitalist economic policies during the inter-war period. Think-
tanks have begun to show significant influence only starting with 
the  70’s,  in  the  context  of  the  planned  economy,  as  well  as  the 
increasing participation of the Romanian economy to international 
flows.  
After the fundamental political-economic change in 1989, the 
old  think-tanks  have  been  reorganized  and  refocused  towards 
rewriting  the  economic  transition,  and  new  ones  have  tried  to 
replace the institutional effort supported by the state.  
At  present,  we  can  distinguish  three  basic  institutional 




The “Constantin C. Kiriţescu” National Economic Research 
Institute 
1  represents the academic supervision upon the economic 
research  in  Romania,  subordinating  several  specialized  institutes, 
which are presented below.  
The  National  Economy  Institute
2  is  the  oldest  economic 
research institute in Romania, being the successor of the Economic 
Research  Institute  of  the  Romanian  Academy,  founded  in  1953. 
Since  1990,  after  the  reorganization  of  the  Romanian  economic 
research, it has been reintegrated into the network of the Romanian 
Academy,  as  an  autonomous  unit  of  fundamental  and  advanced 
economic  research,  part  of  the  National  Economic  Research 
Institute.  
                                                       
1 http://www.ince.ro/ 
2 http://www.ien.ro/index.php Revista economică 
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The  institute's  research  program  included  works  with  a 
diverse  thematic  area,  related  to  the  macroeconomic  effects  of 
restructuring and privatization in Romania, the correlation between 
economic  development,  employment,  training  and  income 
distribution,  living  standards  and  human  development;  corporate 
governance in Romanian economy; industrial relations; the impact 
of Romania’s association and pre-accession to the European Union 
on  the  competitiveness  of  firms;  the  integration  of  the  research-
development system in the European research area; environmental 
protection; economic resources and development etc. 
Organized in departments such as “Economic Development”, 
“Human  Resources  Economics”,  “Management  and  institutional 
structures  of  the  economy”,  “Competitiveness  and  Technical 
Progress”,  “Development  and  Social  Cohesion”  and  “Economic 
History”, The National Economy Institute has been publishing “The 
Romanian Economy Review”, twice a year since 1990. 
 The  World  Economy  Institute  “Costin  Murgescu”
1 became 
one of the 66 research institutes of the Romanian Academy in 1990, 
part of the National Economic Research Institute. It was declared a 
Center of Excellence of the Romanian Academy. Since 2005, the 
World Economy Institute has been acknowledged by the Permanent 
Delegation of the European Commission in Romania. In 2000, the 
institute  founded,  within  a  PHARE  project,  the  Center  of 
Excellence for European Studies, acknowledged and approved by 
the  European  Commission.  The  Center’s  activities  –  research, 
information and advice – are focused on Internal Market issues and 
Competition Policies in the EU and Romania. 
The  main  research  areas  concern  the  global  economy, 
globalization, European integration, competitiveness.  
The Institute produces biennial analyses of the trends in the 
world markets of steel, non-ferrous metals, crude oil and petroleum 
products, cereals and cotton. It also edits the reviews “Euroinfo” 
and “Eurolex”, as well as specialized book collections. 
                                                       
1 http://www.iem.ro/General/DATA/index.htm Nr. 1 2 (49)/2010 
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The National Agricultural Economics Institute
1 was founded 
in  1927  as  a  Rural  Economics  Department  of  the  Agronomic 
Research  Institute  of  Romania.  In  1967,  the  Department  was 
transformed  into  the  Agricultural  Economics  Institute  under  the 
supervision of the Academy for Agricultural and Forestry Sciences. 
Since 1977, the Institute has had double subordination, also as a 
part of the Central Economic Research Institute. 
It was reorganized in 1990, still operating as the Agricultural 
Economics  Institute,  under  the  supervision  of  the  National 
Economic Research Institute of the Romanian Academy.  
It performs fundamental development and applicative research 
in the fields of the agricultural economy, agro-food economics, rural 
economics  and  sociology,  agro-marketing,  government  action 
management, in sector and territory profile. 
The  key  areas  of  research  are  focused  on  prospective 
assessment of the place and role of the agro-food sector within the 
national  economy,  food  supply  and  demand  determinants,  the 
dynamics  of  social-economic  changes  in  rural  areas  and 
implementing  the  institutional  models  necessary  for  the 
dissemination of social innovation practices, assessing the impact of 
the Common Agricultural Policy in Romanian agriculture.  
The  Economic  Prognosis  Institute
2 is  the  successor  of  the 
Research,  Studies  and  Prognosis  Center  of  the  Planning  State 
Committee,  founded  in  1970.  The  year  1977  brought  its 
transformation  into  the  Planning  and  Prognosis  Institute.  It  was 
founded in 1990 under this name, according to the structure of the 
Planning  and  Prognosis  Institute  and  is  part  of  the  National 
Economic  Research  Institute,  conducting  research  projects  in  the 
following areas: 
-  Fundamental  research:  economic  design  and  prognosis, 
econometrics,  macroeconomics,  non-linear  design,  real  business 
cycles, endogenous  cycles and deterministic chaos, the theory of 
                                                       
1 http://www.ince.ro/iea.html 
2  http://www.ipe.ro Revista economică 
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consumption,  shaping  the  informal  economy,  The  Informational 
Society – The Knowledge Society (The New Economy) 
-  Policy  evaluation:  monetary  and  fiscal  policies, 
sustainability  of  public  debt  and  fiscal  deficits,  regional 
development policies. 
- Empirical studies and surveys: determinants of the behavior 
of  households,  estimating  the  underground  economy  and  its 
components, income distribution and poverty indicators, trends in 
the population’s consumption structure 
-  Impact  studies  in  the  context  of  the  EU  extension:  the 
relation  between  the  convergence  criteria  in  real  terms  and  the 
nominal criteria, the legislative harmonization with the EU norms 
and  institutional  reform  aiming  to  reduce  tax  evasion, 
implementation of development policies in the regional profile 
- Long-term and short-term prognosis: estimating the future 
evolution  of  the  main  macroeconomic  indicators  (PIB,  inflation, 
unemployment,  public  debt,  money  mass,  household  savings, 
industrial production, exchange rates, investments, payment balance 
etc.), as well as international comparisons 
Since it was founded, the Institute has produced a significant 
number of studies and economic research. The models and projects 
developed at the Institute have served as evidence for the scientific 
substantiation of the National Program for Romania's Accession to 
the  European  Union  (1998),  the  National  Strategy  for  the 
Sustainable  Development  of  Romania  (1999),  the  Industrial 
Restructuring Strategy (1998) and the Medium-Term Development 
Strategy of Romania (2000). 
 
b) University Think-tanks  
 
Another  fundamental  resource  for  the  think-tank  type 
economic research in Romania consists of the university research 
structures, which are included into the “scholars” category of think-
tanks,  in  James  McGann’s  terms,  affecting  a  large  part  of  the Nr. 1 2 (49)/2010 
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resources for educational activities which produce professionals in 
the field. 
For  example,  the  Academy  of  Economics  in  Bucharest 
maintains an Economic Research Department
1, which comprises the 
PhD  and  faculty  research  programs.  Moreover,  the  Economic 
Development National Institute
2, created in 1991 as a result of an 
inter-government agreement between France and Romania, by the 
Academy  of  Economic  Studies  in  Bucharest  and  the  National 
Conservatory of Arts and Crafts in Paris, is a school of continuous 
postgraduate  training,  integrated  into  the  educational  institution 
network  of  the  Ministry  for  National  Education.  From  the  very 
beginning,  its  mission  has  been  that  of  training  management 
specialists  confronted  with  problems  of  adaptation  to  the  market 
economy,  but  also  with  the  requirements  of  integration  into  the 
European Economic Area. 
The National Institute for Economic Development is part of 
the Academy of Economic Studies in Bucharest, and the National 
Conservatory of Arts and Crafts in Paris is represented by its own 
associated center in Romanian. 
Another  example  of  the  success  of  the  think-tank  type  of 
research in higher education is the European Economics Institute of 
the  Faculty  of  Economics  and  Business  Administration  of  the 
“Babeş-Bolyai” University in Cluj-Napoca
3. Founded in June 2008, 
the Center endorses 16 research topics in the field, as well as edits 
“The  <<Virgil  Madgearu>>  Review  of  Economic  Studies  and 
Research”. 
Similarly, the Faculty of Economics of the “Lucian Blaga” 
University  in  Sibiu,  coordinates  the  activity  of  the  Economic 




                                                       
1  http://www.dce.ase.ro/ 
2 http://www.inde.ro/ 
3 http://www.econ.ubbcluj.ro/documente/pliant_inaugurare.pdf 
4 http://economice.ulbsibiu.ro/rom/profesori/publicatii/about.php Revista economică 
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c) Private Think-tanks 
Private  think-tanks  have  gained  a  growing  reputation  and 
influence after 1989, due to a permissive legal environment. 
An  exemplary  case  is  the  Ludwig  von  Mises  Institute  – 
Romania
1, which, according to the 2009 Global Think Tank Index
2, 
is the 6
th most appreciated organization of its kind in Central and 
Eastern Europe. The Mises Institute emerged in Romania in 2001. 
Its  nucleus  has  been  to  this  day  the  Mises  Seminar,  lead  in  a 
Socratic  manner  in  order  to  reveal  the  arguments  related  to 
economic theory, as it was drafted by the classics of the Austrian 
School. 
Apart  from  the  basic  seminar,  there  is  another  seminar  for 
those who focus on strengthening economic fundamentals, called 
Little Books, Great Ideas. In addition, the Mises Institute offers the 
framework for discussing specific economic issues for researchers 
who have been granted or are candidates to be granted with a PhD 
title in economics. 
The Institute’s website has accumulated in a relatively short 
time a remarkable volume of fundamental works of the Austrian 
School, from brochures and articles to treatises of over a thousand 
pages. In addition, it offers the online review “The Private Property 
Order”, including in its pages analyses in the spirit of freedom and 
altruism. 
Another  think-tank  that  promotes  the  values  of  the  free 
economy in an analytical manner is the Free Enterprise Institute
3, 
consisting  of  liberally-oriented  Romanian  political  personalities 
(even some members of the National Liberal Party – Dinu Patriciu, 
Călin Popescu Tăriceanu, Dan Radu Ruşanu, Crin Antonescu). The 
Institute proclaims its mission thus: “The institute’s entire activity, 
programs, and mode of action are based on the premise that, in the 





3 http://www.initiative.ro/ Nr. 1 2 (49)/2010 
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real market economy, especially the private sector, free enterprise is 
more  than  an  individual  right:  it  is  a  fundamental  value  beyond 
which  the  whole  economic,  social  and  political  edifice  lacks 
substance. (...) Free enterprise is the very core of private property”. 
The  main  programs  conducted  by  the  Institute  are  entitled 
“Romanian  Capitalism”,  “The  Business  Environment”,  “Training 
Programs” and “Perception Surveys”. 
Still  in  early  stage,  private  think-tanks  are  limited  in  their 
development  by  the  insufficient  domestic  capital  willing  to 




This great resource of economic development represented by 
think-tanks has not been properly used by Romanian governments 
after 1989. Although the Romanian economic research environment 
has provided consistent solutions to the major trends of our time 
(the transition to a market economy, the economic integration into 
the European Union, the coherent and efficient participation to the 
economic  globalization),  our  governments  have  most  often 
stumbled in partisan political interests and have been influenced by 
social factors with scarce economic experience. 
The  context  of  the  current  global  economic  crisis,  which 
seems  to  be  multiplied  in  Romania,  once  again  requires  the 
expertise  of  the  economic  think-tanks.  A  more  favorable  legal 
framework  and  major  funds  allotted  to  them  could  provide  a 
package of systematic economic solutions, coherent, professionally 
elaborated and understandably exposed to the political environment, 
where solving the crisis may be a lot more real. 
 